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Legislative Update: Farm Bill Reaches Final Agreement
By Grace Boatright | gboatright@nationalgrange.org
National Grange Legislative Director

th

On January 27 , House and Senate Farm Bill conferees
reached a final agreement on H.R. 2642, aka- the Farm Bill, beginning the process of bringing it to the floor of both
chambers for a vote.
Here are some brief bullet points about the new proposed conference report:


Contains 949 pages of text.



Speaker Boehner is supporting the proposed bill.



The bill’s largest opposition is currently coming from the meat industry due to the bill’s failure to repeal the rules
surrounding country-of-origin labeling (COOL).



The bill achieves roughly $23 billion in savings over the next 10 years, a third of which is attributed to the
nutrition title (SNAP).



Savings from SNAP mostly come from new proposed crack downs on the system of coorelating fuel assistance
to low-income households with their food stamp eligibility.



The single largest savings come from ending the current system of direct cash payments to farmers, which cost
more than $4 billion annually and are distributed at a fixed rate. This will make federal price support levels more
significant.



The bill DOES maintain Farm Bill permanent law (the 1938 and 1949 Acts), which had been removed by the
House’s version.



Conservation compliance requirements have a five-year grace period- meaning they could be completely
thrown out or reworked during deliberations for the next Farm Bill.



The Dairy Market Stabilization Program has been removed from the bill. It has now been replaced with a new
system that creates two different tiers of premium rates for milk producers- one for herds of 200 cows and
below and one for those above. The rates for smaller-scale producers were lowered while those for the larger
milk producers were increased to a point where the ratio is roughly one to three. The idea here is to discourage
large producers from buying too much coverage, while making it easier for smaller operators to buy extra
protection.

American agriculture has withstood uncertainty and economic instability for over two years in the absence of a
renewed comprehensive Farm Bill. They’ve been unable to make valuable, long-term decisions regarding their
businesses and unable to grant their households and local communities the resources they require moving
forward. Today, however, we are happy to see that the needs of farmers and ranchers across the country – and
the millions of people who benefit from their work – are being made a priority.
We need your help in stressing the importance of Farm Bill passage to our legislators on the Hill. Please contact
your House and Senate representatives to urge final passage of the 2014 Farm Bill. Contact information for these
offices can be found here: http://whoismyrepresentative.com. If you have any additional questions, please contact me
at gboatright@nationalgrange.org.

Historic Grange hall returns to Minnesota Grange after four decades
By T.J. Malaskee | tj.malaskee@mnhs.org
Pfizer Communications Fellow

After several months of talks with the Edina Historical
Society, the Oliver Hudson Kelley Grange, No. 834 has formed a partnership with the city of Edina. “We
are—in effect—returning the Minnehaha Grange Hall to the Grange,” said Bob Moore, City of Edina
Heritage Preservation Board member.
The 1879 Minnehaha Grange Hall has been maintained by the City of Edina since the 1970s. The hall is
historically significant in both local and Grange history. One of the first structures in the country built
specifically as a Grange hall, the building also served as Edina’s city hall after the community broke
away from neighboring Richfield. Minnehaha Grange No. 398 was one of the first integrated Granges.
Founded in 1873, charter members include the Yancey Family, African American farmers in the
community. Minnehaha was also the home Grange of Sarah Baird, the first female State Master in the
organization.
Six members of OHK Grange attended an open house at the Minnehaha Grange Hall in early January as
guests of the City of Edina. “When we put on our sashes,” noted Lady Assistant Steward, Jodi Larson,
“there was great excitement. A lot of people didn’t even know the Grange still existed, and suddenly we
were engaging these people with their own history and getting them interested in an organization they
thought only their grandparents belonged to.”
At the January meeting of the Edina Historical Society, OHK Master, T.J. Malaskee negotiated the use of
the structure. Chaplain, Lucas Skjaret who was also present remarked, “It was amazing to see the eyes of
the board [of trustees] light up when they realized that they were going to have a strong and vital Grange
in their city again.”
Aside from using the Minnehaha Grange hall for meetings and events, the Oliver Hudson Kelley Grange
is also working with the Edina Historical Society to create a master interpretive and programing plan for
the building. The city will maintain all costs associated with the maintenance and upkeep of the physical
structure and grounds. “[This partnership] IS exciting!” said Marci Matson, Edina Historical Society
Director. “One of my board members emailed me today and said she had a hard time sleeping because
she couldn’t stop thinking about all the possibilities.”

Lecturer’s Message
By Jim Tetreault | lecturer@nationalgrange.org
National Grange Lecturer

Greetings from the National Lecturers Department!
I was pleased to have been elected your National Grange Lecturer at the National Grange session recently
held in Manchester, N.H., back in November.
I thought this column would be a great opportunity to introduce myself and share my Grange resume with
all of you. I became Master of the New Hampshire State Grange in October of 2010 and will serve in that
capacity until October of 2014.
I have served in the following leadership roles in the New Hampshire State Grange: four years as Youth
Director, 12 years as Legislative Director and two years as State Grange Lecturer. I have also served as
Assistant Steward, Steward and Overseer.
The big question from the National level right down to the Subordinate and Pomona Granges is what is
the roll of the Lecturer in the modern day Grange?
My personal view of the roll of the Lecturer today has changed since I was a Subordinate and Pomona
Lecturer in my teens and 20s.
Today I believe that the Lecturer of every Grange across the country has an opportunity to impact their
community by presenting educational programs that will bring people into our meeting locations these
informative and educational programs also has an opportunity to help grow our membership. We also
need to move beyond the traditional programming that for so long has been a staple of Grange literary
programs. Don’t hesitate to use technology to educate and stimulate our members, programs should be
fun as well as educational.
I would like to make an appeal to all of the State Lecturers across the country, please send me copies of
your State Grange programs, I would like to review what types of programs that our State Granges are
providing.
The 2014 quilt block pattern has been sent out to the State Lecturers, Lecturers please share this with
whoever handles this in your State Grange.
Please feel free to contact me via email at lecturer@nationalgrange.org if I can do anything to assist you.

Free program focused on healthy eating for kids well received
By Samantha Johnson | sjohnson@nationalgrange.org
National Grange Sales, Benefits & Programs Director

During the National Grange Convention in Manchester, I
introduced a new program Food for Thought.Many Grangers took advantage of this and left with several
of these kits. In the first week of January, I sent a blast e-mail to members about this new program. I was
amazed by the response and have sent out now over 500 of these kits to Granges and Grange members to
use in their community.
I can’t take the credit for coming up with this program only the good fortune of answering a phone call
that led the Grange to be involved with this.
What is “Food for Thought: Eating Well on a Budget”? It is a CD/DVD, recipe cards, and a mini comic
book. All of this material is available in English and Spanish.
The booklet and other material is a way to show kids how to eat on a budget but eat nutritiously and
getting them to try new foods The DVD has a presentation on a local farmers market, so kids can
understand where food comes from.
Sesame Workshop created this program and all material produced with United Healthcare and Merck
Company Foundation. These packets are available free to all Grange members and Granges until I run
out. This is a great way to get the Grange name out and help people in your community to make the best
meals out of the food they have in their kitchen. If you have any questions or would like more do not
hesitate to contact me at sjohnson@nationalgrange.org or 202-628-3507 ext. 109.
Trademark Update: Counterclaim file against firm
By Amanda Leigh Brozana | abrozana@nationalgrange.org
National Grange Communications Director

In March 2013, it came to the National Grange’s attention
that a new for-profit law firm was opening in Minneapolis, Minnesota that intended to use the name “Fare
Grange.”

The law firm was formed by two lawyers to offer legal services and lobbying on behalf of farmers, food
businesses, and nonprofit organizations that promote those interests. These are the same areas in which
the National Grange has been involved for nearly a century and a half. The National Grange is concerned
that if the law firm were permitted to use the name “Fare Grange,” that it would falsely suggest an
affiliation with the National Grange or any of its more than 2000 affiliated state and local Grange
chapters, which is impermissible under U.S. trademark and unfair competition laws.
The National Grange contacted the law firm to try to resolve the matter, but the law firm filed a lawsuit
seeking a declaration from a federal court that it could use the name “Fare Grange.” The National Grange
maintains that the law firm’s claims (which also include unsupported allegations that the Grange coerces
small businesses into paying for licenses, among other allegations) are unfounded. As such, the National
Grange filed counterclaims against the law firm on January 10, 2014 for trademark infringement as well
as motions to dismiss the claims made by the law firm in their suit, in order to enforce the National
Grange’s longstanding trademark rights.
The National Grange has made legitimate, good faith efforts to protect its legal rights in its name and
trademarks. The National Grange, of course, has always and will continue to make every legally
necessary effort to protect its rights, as it must do under U.S. law, so that its members may continue to
share in the goodwill of this 147-year-old American institution.
If you have any questions regarding this matter, or are contacted by a member of the media and asked to
discuss the matter, please refer all questions and inquiries to the Grange’s Communication Director
Amanda Leigh Brozana (abrozana@nationalgrange.org; 202-628-3507 ext. 102).
Butter Sculpture at 2014 Farm Show draws attention to organization
By Hayley Tonner | intern@nationalgrange.org
National Grange Communications Fellow

The annual butter sculpture displayed at the 2014
Pennsylvania Farm Show this week represents a tradition that is very familiar to many Pennsylvania
Grangers. The sculpture celebrates the 60th anniversary of the members of the Valley Grange #1360 in
Pennsylvania partnering with the Pennsylvania Dairymen’s Association to serve milkshakes at the Farm
show.The sculpture, crafted by Jim Victor of Conshohocken, PA features a family drinking milkshakes in
front of a banner that reads, “still shakin’. A couple of cows are also depicted “shaking” or dancing
nearby.
The tradition of serving milkshakes isn’t only fun and delicious, but it’s also proven to be a great
fundraiser. The National Grange’s Leadership/Membership Director, Michael Martin, who is a member
of Valley Grange #1360 said, “The funds raised have been invested into dozens of Community projects,
academic scholarships and local organizations.” There are about 140,000 milkshakes served each year at
this event.
This sculpture was also a great opportunity for Grange exposure. Pennsylvania State Grange President,
Carl Meiss, Said, “When I first saw the butter sculpture I was amazed. Then I saw what a fantastic
opportunity it was for the Grange. Approximately 500,000 people were expected to visit the PA Farm

Show and many of them would see the butter sculpture and the Grange logo, prominently displayed on
the front of the milkshake booth!”
This year’s butter sculpture was a real tribute to not only this longstanding Grange tradition but also to
the dairy farming community. Martin said, “The butter sculpture at this year’s Farm Show celebrates that
grand tradition of agricultural commodity and community support.”
PA State Grange Membership/Public Relations Director Bryan Marchefsky, who previously served as the
National Grange Communications Fellow, reported that more than 50 “rip cards” were filled out by
interested individuals who will be contacted by Granges closest to them for membership and thousands
more stopped by the Grange booth to learn more about our Order.
Maryland State Grange community service project attracts attention
By Donna Wiles | mdstgrange@comcast.net
Maryland State Grange Secretary

Maryland State Grange Master Maurice Wiles along with Junior Grangers Tristen Flickinger, Alyssa Flickinger and Samantha Kleimann
drop off the toys at a collection site.

The Maryland State Grange met in October for their 139

th

Annual Session in Frederick. As a State Grange

Community Service project, toys were collected for the Toys for Tots campaign held every year in the Frederick
area.
What a surprise to see all the toys that members brought to State Session and when it was time to pack up, we
had a pickup truck full!
Local radio celebrity Dave Conrad who was staffing the drop off site that day made a big announcement about all
the toys Grangers had donated during his broadcast.

Grange Youth unveil new Facebook page – Like it!
By Charlene M. Shupp Espenshade | youth@nationalgrange.org
National Grange Youth Director

At the 2013 National Grange Session, a new National
Grange Youth Facebook page was launched https://www.facebook.com/nationalgrangeyouth. The page
launch is based on the recommendation by AdFarm, the group that conducted the youth department
survey.The page will serve as the official page for the youth department. The page features the new youth
logos, photos from youth events and links to items of interest regarding youth and young adult activities.

Patriots Program
By Samantha Johnson | sjohnson@nationalgrange.org
National Grange Sales, Benefits & Programs Director

In 2013, we honored our WWII veterans and learned more
about this war through 3 different CDs that Lecturers used throughout the year. Over 300 WWII veterans
were recognized. This year we are honoring our Korean War Veterans. This program will include
information about the Korean War and certificates to honor those veterans. The certificates used to
recognize your Korean War vet, can be ordered from me, and are ready now. To request the certificate,
please make sure to include the following information: name of veteran, name of Grange they belong to
or who is giving it out, the name of the local master and lecturer, the city and town the Grange/Veteran is
located in and a shipping address. There is no cost to you or your Grange for program material or the
certificates. This program is sponsored by Potomac Grange #1. If you missed out on our program
information for WWII it is still available. All you need to do is contact myself, Samantha Johnson, at
sjohnson@nationalgrange.org or call at 888-4Grange ext. 109. If you have any questions, please do not
hesitate to contact me.
Grange Radio Update
By Hayley Tonner | intern@nationalgrange.org
National Grange Communications Fellow

Grange Radio’s website is undergoing a little construction
to make it as interactive and user friendly as possible. One of the newest features is the ability to post to
Facebook from the Grange Radio website. There have also been updates to the Grange Weather, Grange
Events, Honor a Veteran and Grange Birthday’s pages. Look for more updates to the website to come
soon!Grange Radio would not and cannot continue to exist without your support! Grange Radio is a fully
listener supported station and not only do we need monetary support but we also need content
contributors. If you love Grange Radio, as I’m sure you do, consider a way you can contribute as every
little bit helps! Please visit grangeradio.org for more information on how to contribute to Grange Radio or
contact Amanda Brozana abrozana@nationalgrange.org

Grange Herd produces first newsletter
By Hayley Tonner | intern@nationalgrange.org
National Grange Communications Fellow

If you aren’t receiving it yet go to the Grange Herd
Facebook page and click the Newsletter Tab under the cover photo to subscribe. You can also email
willythegrangesheep@gmail.com and Willy will gladly add you to the list!The newsletter is a great way
to keep up with what other heard animals have been up to around the country! The most recent issue
covered topics like, Willy’s $5 challenge, photo’s of Herd animals in action and even the rankings of the
top Grange Herd Facebook pages.
National Grange issues comment on FCC discussion focusing on rural broadband
By Hayley Tonner | intern@nationalgrange.org
National Grange Communications Fellow

The National Grange has long supported efforts to deploy
broadband Internet into our members’ communities, many of them in rural areas and small towns, and
issued comment Thursday in support of the recent FCC move to establish geographic trials for broadband
expansion.On Jan. 30, National Grange Legislative Director Grange Boatright said, “We are pleased to
see that the FCC took an important step in the right direction by moving forward with geographic trials
necessary for the smooth transition of our country’s legacy communications system to an all-IP
infrastructure, of which we filed in support a year ago.”
“In addition, it is good news to see the FCC move forward with separate experiments focused on the
deployment of high-speed broadband to rural America. We are looking forward to learning more about
the details of this effort,” Boatright said. “Deploying new technologies and expanding broadband access
across rural communities will benefit the nation as a whole, and The National Grange is looking forward
to continuing to participate in the discussion around these trials.”

Calendar
By Hayley Tonner | intern@nationalgrange.org
National Grange Communications Fellow

Florida State Session was held this month in St.
Augustine.Michael Martin, National Grange Leadership Development/Membership Director, has
scheduled travel Jan 20-27 Florida Grange Growth Tour and State Session (Tampa area and St.
Augustine)
Feb 11 Leadership/Membership TeamSpeak
Feb 21-23 State Master’s Conference, Michigan
2014 Quilt Block Contest
By Samantha Johnson | sjohnson@nationalgrange.org
National Grange Sales, Benefits & Programs Director

The 2014 Quilt Block Contest will be a 12-inch block Flower Basket.
Quilt Block Contest Rules (2014)
Quilt Block Pattern (2014)

