








 We are just finishing the 100th day 
of this school year, according to a sign in 
front of a school I went by. This might 
be a good time for the Juniors to write 
something about their time since school 
started and enter it for the writing con-
test.
 Farm and Forest had some Junior 
Grangers assisting this year with the 
booth to show the theme of “By cultur-
ing our heritage we strive for a promising 
future”. We are learning how the children 
are listening and teaching what they have 
learned. We had baby chicks for anyone 
to hold and questions were being asked 
of them. If they had trouble answering, 
they would ask an adult to help. Isabell’s 
Pig, Rebecca, gave birth to seven piglets 
on January 2, and Norman brought “Pep-
per Corn” on Friday and “Princess” on 
Saturday. If you watched the news about 
Farm and Forest on Saturday night, Prin-
cess was on for about three seconds. She 
was a little white pig with a black spot on 
her back and had black and brown spots 
between her ears looking like a crown.

 Winter Youth and Junior Rally was 
held on February 9 at the State Grange 
Building in Hooksett. Having the Youth 
Director, Rachel Scanzani, share the Es-
cape the Grange Hall was a new and ex-
citing activity. Everyone enjoyed work-
ing together on the three she brought. 
 Gloria Davis’ granddaughter, Page, 
taught us how to paint rocks and had many 
books for ideas. The thirteen children in 
attendance spent lots of time painting and 
letting the rocks dry before putting a de-
sign on the rocks. I hope you will have 
your Grange bring them to State Grange 
in October. 
 Thanks to Kevin Belval and Nor-
man Brandt for putting together the lunch 
for us all. We had three young boys will-
ing to mix brownies and bake them for 
dessert. We were unable to fit in the Sign 
a Song during the day and hope to have it 
in the future. 
 I was happy to have our State Mas-
ter with us during the ritual time with 
all offices held by Juniors. We had two 
boys not belonging to Junior Grange who 
filled an office and asked questions with 
the rest. Thank you to all adults there for 
helping with the Junior Day.
 Next to come will be the Bowling 
on March 17 with our adults sponsored by 
the State Lecturer. It is great when every-
one wears their red t-shirts and makes us 
stand out. Check with your Lecturer to be 
signed up and come have a great day.

Junior Grange
Joann Brandt, Director

Jbrandt774@aol.com

 I attended National Grange to sit in 
on the Junior Directors and National Di-
rector, Samantha Wilkins. This year they 
started at National Grange with having 
capes. It was thought that we could wear 
a cape when doing community service 
work to draw attention to the Grange. 
Check out the National website from the 
National Grange Convention where the 
officers all came in with capes on.
 The Northeast Junior Directors de-
cided to have a craft called “Heroes in 
Training” to bring to our State Granges 
and the first and second in each age group 
will go Springfield to the Big E for com-
petition.
 Requirements for the Big E contest 
are: Craft: Create your own 3D (super) 
hero (2D if you’d like to include in
description). Using any medium includ-
ing: legos, clay, fabric, found objects, etc.
Maximum size 6”x6”x6”. Include a 3”x5” 
index card with a description of its super
power.
 We are working on a June or July 
activity in the Portsmouth area. I hope 
you will watch for it and share with your 
families our outing to come.
 July also will be the Family Camp 
Weekend at Gunstock. Pkease watch for 
more information.
 It is great to have all of our Juniors 
to work and grow with Grange. It is im-
portant to keep them interested to help us 
when they are old enough to become Sub-
ordinate members.
 If you have any questions and 
ideas, please feel free to contact me.

Painting Rocks at Junior Rally

Lois Enman helps Juniors make Valentine 
cards at Junior Rally in February.

State Grange Historian
Richard Patten

    I am not sure about you, but I 
have been thinking about Spring.  Many 
Granges have been taking the winter off 
and are now making plans for Grange 
projects that will be held during the                                                                              
Spring.   In the past, Granges have held 
Youth Nights, Grange Week Observanc-
es, Grange Beautification projects, and 
many others. 
 I have been reading some of the 
Grange histories that were written dur-
ing their special times over the years. It 
is amazing what these Granges have ac-
complished in some of the most difficult 
times of our country. The same applies 
to our New Hampshire State Grange.  In 
a few years, we will be celebrating our 
150th anniversary.  The 100th anniver-
sary was held in Exeter, home of the first 
Subordinate Grange recognized as Gil-
man Grange # 1 in NH.   The celebra-
tion took place during the annual session 
which was extended by one day to hold 
all the activities scheduled. There was a 
gala parade through the town of Exeter 
with floats, marching bands, marching 
units, and government and past State 
Masters riding in the parade.     
 During my term as State Master, 
I asked Jerry Leclerc if he would help 
me with the 125th anniversary planning.    
We worked several ideas, which includ-
ed raising funds for a granite bench at 
the State Library in Concord. Jerry did 
a great job in organizing the events that 
day, which included the unveiling of the 
bench with the State Librarian in atten-
dance followed by remarks and a tour of 
the State Library. The State Grange Ex-
ecutive Committee held many meetings 
over the years at the State Library.  At the 
State Session in Merrimack, representa-
tives of the US Postal Service recognized 
the Grange’s involvement in getting RFD 
service in the State in the area of Chich-
ester and Pittsfield with canceled stamps 
and envelopes, honoring two postal em-
ployees for their longtime employment 
with the US Postal Service. We also made 

presentations to the Agricultural Library 
at the University of NH of a table with a 
name plate indicating the dedication and 
donation of the NH State Grange.  Jerry 
LeClerc also presented sets of NH State 
Grange Journals to the UNH Agricultural 
Library.       
 We are now looking at the 150th 
celebration that will be held in 2023, so 
I will be looking for volunteers to talk 
about ideas that we can do celebrate this 
milestone.        
 I know Concord Grange will be cel-
ebrating their 105th anniversary this year 
with a variety of events being planned.  
In this time period, it is a major achieve-
ment for an organization to be active for 
over 100 years.  Grange History is very 
important.  It is amazing the comments I 
receive from people who are surprised to 
learn that the Grange did this or did that 
in their community.    
 I have been busy working on locat-
ing people for the NH State Grange His-
tory 4.   This book that I am writing is dif-
ferent from the earlier excellent versions 
by John L. Saturley, Past Historian.   This 
version is titled “NH State Grange His-
tory, My 52 Years of Memories, People I 
Knew, Where are They today, and More." 
The third chapter of my book is "Where 
Are the Princes and Princesses of Yester-
years."  I have located Richard Seaver, 
Laurence Corey, Norman Hall, and Er-
nie Jones, who served in the mid1960's 
to 1970's.  I am still working on locating 
Sally Seaver, Don Shattuck, and several 
more.  I was pleased to have spoken to 
past State Family Activities Director Al-
ice Heath when I was in Jacksonville 
recently.   She told me she is doing well 
and keeping busy.  I was sorry to see the 
passing of former State Membership Di-
rector Patricia Valliere recently. She was 
very active in earlier years.  I am look-
ing for Past Youth Committee members 
Elaine Nichols, Kenneth Moore, Michael 
Chartier, and Clark & Clyde Roberts 
who played guitars in the Claremont area. 
Please contact me at  dickpatten7@gmail.
com.

When we seek to discover the best
 in others, we somehow bring out

 the best in ourselves.
William Arthur Ward, 1921-1994

Some Wisdom to Share
 As editor of our State Grange 
newspaper, I receive publications from 
other state Granges. In October, 2014, the 
State Master’s column in the Connecticut 
State Granger made an impression on me. 
I asked Jody Cameron if I could share it 
with my readers and received his permis-
sion. Five years (and two State Masters) 
later, I finally have room to print it and I 
feel it still has a message for us all.

Some Thoughts on Respect
By Jody A. Cameron

Past Master of the 
Connecticut State Grange

 “I want to touch on respect: Re-
spect for each other and for the Grange. 
As State Master I field a lot of calls and 
emails from upset members who feel they 
have been disrespected by another. This is 
far too common. Many times it is a simple 
misunderstanding, but other times it does 
seem deliberate. I understand we will not 
always see eye to eye on every issue, and 
that is OK. Differences of opinion are 
healthy and productive during delibera-
tions and debate but should never be used 
as a platform for personal attacks or belit-
tling.
 “I must remind every member of 
our oath(s) we take when becoming a 
member or an officer of the Grange, and 
when all else fails let’s rely on the most 
basic thing we learned as children: Play 
nice! Embrace each other’s input. If you 
know details that will not allow the dis-
cussion or event to proceed, address those 
issues with tact and fact and not with, 
’I’ve been here a long time and I know 
everything.’
 “When it comes to new or newer 
members not knowing the ‘Grange way,’ 
or questioning why things are done the 
way they are, serve as a mentor and make 
the information available to them so they 
too can be as knowledgeable as you, the 
seasoned member.
 “I work with someone that says 
something that drives me nuts, ‘You don’t 
know what you don’t know.’ Did you 
know what you know when you started 
anything new? No, respect where each 
other is coming from, and when those dif-
ferences arise, and they will, remember 
we are all in this together!”
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Linda Phelps, Director

Home Grown Politics
Across New Hampshire Farmland

to Concord and Washington
Bob Haefner

Legislative Director

 For this column I am going to fo-
cus on just two bills, one in Concord and 
the other in Washington. Before the dis-
cussion of the two bills, I will mention 
a couple of other things quickly. I sat in 
on the NH Farm Bureau Government Af-
fairs committee, where I represent the NH 
State Grange. The committee reviewed, 
in early January, most of the bills in the 
NH Legislature. They found the legisla-
tion that would affect farmers and took a 
position on each. Those positions varied 
from support as is, amend and support, 
oppose or take no position but monitor 
the progress. I think the Farm Bureau po-
sition on each, would not be argued by the 
State Grange. Some of those we already 
have a policy on and many others we do 
not and would not as a Grange take a po-
sition. Therefore, again, I supported the 
Farm Bureau policy position. 
 The other thing I will note is 
that we are moving ahead with a spring 
Grange Day at the State House, which is 
looking like an early May event. Senator 
and Sister Sharon Carson will host us this 
year. We are also moving ahead with the 
National Grange Legislative Fly-In here 
in NH for the First in the Nation Primary. 
 Lastly, before we talk about the two 
bills, I should note that Sister Tara and I, 
in our role as the Agriculture and Rural 
Affairs Policy Advisors to the Council of 
State Governments, are putting on a Pol-
icy Summit in Wilmington, Delaware, in 
April. The topic is Rural Broadband, or 
the lack thereof and what can states do to 
get broadband out into rural areas, includ-
ing the last mile. This is fitting because 
broadband is a major initiative of the Na-
tional Grange. On to a discussion on our 
two bills.

NH HB 476
 This is a bill sponsored by Repre-
sentative John O’Connor at the request 
of the Department of Agriculture Mar-
kets and Food (DAMF). This program is 
championed by Commissioner Jasper to 
give NH consumers the option of buying 

NH labeled fluid milk, at a premium price 
with the proceeds going to support our 
NH dairy farms. Many states have pro-
grams to support their dairy industries in-
cluding Maine, Vermont, Massachusetts 
and Connecticut.  
 The idea is to bottle some NH milk, 
as NH Milk, label it as such and charge 
the going rate plus 50 cents per gallon. 
A small amount of that half dollar would 
go to advertising the program and the re-
mainder, most of it, would be returned to 
our dairy farmers who have been suffer-
ing from low milk prices for years. The 
bill has had its hearing already, and is in 
sub-committee, while the Governor is ne-
gotiating with processors to help imple-
ment the program. 
 While there are complaints about 
the details of the program by some pro-
ducers, almost everyone I have talked to 
agrees in concept. This costs the Dairy 
farmers zero and will have a payback to 
them once implemented. Even if the re-
turn is less than anticipated, it is money 
the farmer can use to pay his/her bills. 
The NH State Grange is supporting this 
initiative and will write a letter in support 
of the legislation. I am willing to pay $.50 
a gallon or $.25 for a half gallon extra to 
help the farmers keep their cows. I hope 
Grangers will do the same, once this pro-
gram is up and running.

Hemp Legalization in the 
2018 Farm Bill

 Senator Mitch McConnell was suc-
cessful in putting the legalization of Hemp 
into the 2018 Farm Bill, which has been 
signed into law. So now can we legally 
grow hemp in NH? Not so fast. We have 
several regulatory hurdles to overcome. 
A quick story. I had a couple of different 
farmers in NH ask to get the NH Legisla-
ture to pass what it needs to so that we can 
grow hemp in NH. Those farmers sited 
all of the money the Vermont hemp farm-
ers are making already. A few days latter 
while talking to some Vermont farmers 
they were surprised that they were mak-
ing any money, let alone a lot of money 
on the crop. 
 Before we can grow hemp legally 
in NH for commercial purposes, we must 
legalize it here and write the regulations 
that will control it, but more important-
ly we need two federal agencies to draft 

their rules and regulations. Sister Tara 
just spoke with the woman at the USDA 
that will draft the rules for the USDA to 
regulate the growing of the crop. She is 
accepting rules that states like Kentucky 
have already written and they are most 
likely going to be approved to grow and 
process until the USDA finishes its rules. 
She indicated that it is a year away, with 
drafting, comment periods, amending and 
further comment and finally a release of 
the rules. 
 The bigger obstacle will be the 
FDA. The most marketable product from 
hemp is the CBD oil. Processors and mar-
keters of the oil often make claims of its 
health benefits. The FDA will regulate the 
labeling and marketing for truth in adver-
tising and truth in labeling. Any of the oil 
that is to be ingested is going to have their 
product treated as a drug by the FDA. The 
product will require testing and approv-
al. The regulations still must be written, 
and hearings held, and comment periods 
posted and re-writes. It is a lengthy pro-
cess. Remember that the FSMA rules by 
the FDA took three years. We will keep 
you posted as the Hemp authorization 
progresses.

 Hi everyone! Here I am again! Win-
ter is waning, and spring is just around the 
corner. I have always loved spring as it's 
a new beginning. Flowers are coming up. 
Trees are budding. So let's get going. 
 Grange members, send in those do-
nations for the State Grange Educational 
Loan Fund to Pat Lawlor so we can help 
our students. 
 Scholarship Applicants, start get-
ting your application form with the rest of 
the forms together. The criteria is on the 
State Grange website. 
 Grange Service officers, please 
keep your members informed of all the 
many benefits offered from National 
Grange. 
 So, let's get going! We as Grange 
members can make a difference.

Londonderry Grange #44
 We accepted a generous offer of la-
bor from a local roofing company to roof 
the main building of our Grange Hall at 
cost of materials. His crew managed to re-
move and take away all old shingles, have 
the entire main building clad in plywood, 
lay nine feet of water barrier, shingle, and 
add a ridge vent. The chimney received 
new flashing as well. They also surprised 
us and replaced fascia board (milled to 
original specs) which was rotted. The en-
tire job was completed from start to finish 
within three days. This was done in the 
month of December, 2018. It was freez-
ing temperatures with rain and wind. The 
roof no longer leaks and looks beautiful.
  This gift gave us a renewed sense 
of hope that we can and will rehabilitate 
our historic Hall. On February 9th we pre-
sented a citizens petition and were grant-
ed a warrant article to be placed on our 
voting ballot in March for 30 thousand 
dollars! The monies will come from our 
town unassigned fund; therefore having 
$0 impact on our tax bills. We trust the 
voters will vote yes for this. This effort 
was spearheaded by our member Mary 
Soares. 
 If the warrant article passes, we 
plan to use these funds to complete the 
roofing of the front portico and the back 
kitchen, repair and point the original rock 
foundation, repair the exterior clay pipe 
to the septic tank, tree work, window re-
pair, repair plastered ceiling and add a 
coat of fresh paint to the vaulted ceiling 
and walls. (etc.) as the money lasts.
  Simultaneously, our Grange Master 
Bill Perry and our Secretary Joe Adams 
had been working with another group, 
being Fish and Game. At our February 
monthly meeting, Mr. Bouche presented 
plans to make a five thousand dollar do-
nation for upgrading our entire electrical 
system to 200 amps! Their plan is to com-
plete this project themselves within the 
month of April 2019!
             Support the ELF!
                    Please send your            
  Educational Loan Fund      
                          donations to:
            Patrice Lawlor

 PO Box 386
       Pelham NH 03076

Dictionary Project
 Although the Dictionary Project 
does not originate with the Grange, many 
Granges nationwide are active partici-
pants. New Hampshire Granges are a ma-
jor player when it comes to providing dic-
tionaries for third graders in this state. By 
this time of year, most Granges have al-
ready ordered and presented their diction-
aries. If you haven’t ordered yet, please 
do so soon. The school year is more than 
half over.
 The Dictionary Project website 
www.dictionaryproject.org lists all the 
schools in every state and color codes 
them: green for currently sponsored; yel-
low for sponsored last year but not yet this 
year; and red for not sponsored recently or 
never sponsored. Here is a list of schools 
in New Hampshire that are on the red 
list. Occasionally a school will not wish 
to participate in the Dictionary Project, 
and the site is not always up to date with 
schools that have closed or consolidated 
due to low enrollment. It is also possible 
that a school has received dictionaries, 
but the donor forgot to list it when order-
ing the books. If you see a school on the 
list that you or your Grange  might want 
to sponsor, please check with the school 
to be sure that they wish to participate in 
the project and have not already received 
dictionaries this year.

Belknap County
 Alton, Belmont, Gilford, Sanbornton

Carroll County
 All schools are sponsored, 
mostly by the Rotary Club.

Cheshire County
 West Swanzey, Dublin, Gilsum, Hinsdale

Coos County
 This county used to have all its schools 
sponsored by Granges. The closing of 
Winthrop Grange has left Gorham, Errol, 
Berlin, and Milan schools unsponsored.

Grafton County
 Hanover, Enfield, Lincoln, Lyme, West 
Lebanon, Plymouth, Thornton

Hillsborough County
 Nashua, Manchester, Weare, Frances-
town, Merrimack, Greenfield, Litchfield, 
Hancock, Milford, Hudson, Hillsbor-
ough, Goffstown, Bedford, Peterborough, 
Brookline. 

Merrimack County
 Boscawen, Canterbury, Henniker, Brad-
ford, West Franklin, Salisbury, Warner, 
Northfield, Sutton Mills, Webster

Rockingham County
 Auburn, Chester, Deerfield, Derry, 
Greenland, Portsmouth, Londonderry, 
New Castle, North Hampton, Rye, San-
down

Strafford County
 Middleton, New Durham

Sullivan County
 Claremont, Charlestown, Croydon, 
Grantham, Lempster, Meriden, Newport, 
Sunapee, Washington.
 Mary French, who administers The 
Dictionary Project nationally, grew up in 
Grafton, NH. She would like to see dic-
tionaries in all the third grades in New 
Hampshire. Unfortunately, it is the bigger 
communities like Londonderry, Derry, 
and Bedford who have never had diction-
aries presented in their schools. The Tele-
phone Pioneers used to sponsor Manches-
ter, but they have not done so lately.
 If you have any influence in those 
larger communities, even one school 
would be a start. Sponsors do not have to 
be connected with the Grange. The Rotary 
Club sponsors many schools in the state, 
and the Lions Club is becoming increas-
ingly involved as well. Businesses and in-
dividuals also can sponsor schools.  
 The Dictionary Project offers sever-
al types of dictionaries. The one that most 
Granges present is called A Students Dic-
tionary. It has a dictionary in the front and 
a gazetteer in the back. That gazetteer has 
short biographies of every president from 
George Washington to Donald Trump. It 
has the multiplication tables, the periodic 
table of the elements, the alphabet in sign 
language and Braille,  information on  the 
50 states, a list of foreign countries, the 
US Constitution, and other information to 
help with school subjects. There is even a 
page with the longest word in the English 
language, a biological term with 1,909 
letters. Third graders are very impressed 
with a word that looks more like a para-
graph!
 Even in this age of technology, a 
third grader is still pleased to receive his/
her personal dictionary. The book is the 
property of the student and not of the 
school.
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Presentation to Police Officer of the Year
at  ‘Holiday Social’  for Alvirne High School

Checkers Restaurant
December 19, 2018

Members of Hudson Grange had a very enjoyable afternoon with Officer John Mirabella, his superiors, 
and the staff of Alvirne High School in the audience at their ‘Holiday Social.’

Claire Gagnon reading nominations

Bob Haefner making presentation


